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Dates to Remember 

 
Friday, July 23—Register your party with the Police Department 
To register your NTU gathering, just call, e-mail, or send a copy of your invitation to the Blaine  
Crime Prevention Unit. It’s important to register so we can do our very best to send a Police or Fire 
Department representative to your party. Police officers and firefighters will be handing out stickers 
and other items to kids at all NNO gatherings they attend.  
 

Friday, August 6—School Supplies to CEAP 
 
Take your collected school supplies to the CEAP office for drop off.  They are located at 1201 89th 
Ave NE. in Blaine.  There is a drop off door in the front of the Human Services Building and a parking 
spot in front also. 

 

It’s time to start planning your 
neighborhood’s Night To Unite 

(NTU) celebration for 2010! 

Start planning now to avoid feeling rushed as the day approaches.  Recruit 

a neighbor or two to help you out.  If you would like the local media at 

your event, please send me an e-mail.  Local media includes local cable TV 

and local newspapers.   

Choose a theme for your block party or keep it low key.   
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Getting Started 
Get Help 
 
The sooner you start planning, the better. You also stand a better chance of getting help. Consider inviting a few 
neighbors to your home to discuss planning the party. Not only will you find helpers, you will also find out how 
many people are interested in attending. 
 

Get Organized 
 
Save yourself time and last-minute headaches by putting others in charge of: 
Activities (be sure activities will include everyone and will promote conversation) 
Kids’ entertainment (assign the older children to plan children’s games and activities) 
Logistics (e.g., tables, chairs, bug repellent, grills, coolers, utensils, ice, etc) 
Food 
Invitations/Flyers 
Clean-up 
You can do whatever your block wants, but the best advice is to KEEP IT SIMPLE. This event is supposed to be fun! 
Enjoy the evening with your neighbors. 
 

Make an invitation or use door hangers that we provide 
 
Simply fill  in the details of your gathering  and distribute them to your neighbors. We  
 have door hangars for you to use, just let us know how many you need. 
 
 
 

 
Please Note … 
 
¶ Due to the large number of Blaine neighborhoods that participate in Night To Unite, we are unable to  

accommodate specific requests (e.g. squad cars at a specific time. We will do our best to have someone visit every 
gathering that has registered! 

 
¶ If you have questions, please call the Crime Prevention Office at 763-785-6186 
 
¶ Will you be asking local business for donations? Please keep a list of each business, including the contact person, 

business name and address. Be sure to send them a thank you note after the event for their support. 
 
¶ Will you or someone be taking pictures? If so, please send copies our way!  Photos can be e-mailed to Kim at 
        kkiley@ci.blaine.mn.us or dropped off at the police department during business hours. 
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Ideas and More Ideas 
 
Many block parties use a potluck format, but your 
neighbors might have some other great ideas. An 
easy way to avoid too many tuna casseroles is to 
assign each household to bring one dish, such as 
an appetizer, salad, main dish, side dish, dessert, or 
beverage. Or have odd-numbered addresses bring 
something from column A and the even numbers 
from column B. 
 
¶ Have a Theme Party 
 
¶ BBQ—Set up a few grills and everyone brings 
 their own meat or veggies to grill. In addition, each 

neighbor brings a salad, side dish, or dessert to share. 
¶ Community Menu (like a “dinner club”)—Plan a 

menu and assign each household a specific food, food 

category, or beverage. Request copies of the recipes to 

share with each other. This method works well with a 

theme party. Make it a dessert -only event (include 

fruit for special diets). 
¶ Cater It—Take up a collection and cater your party.  

Once you know how many neighbors to expect and 
how much you want to spend per person, all you do is 
place your order. The pros do the rest (pizza, subs, 
ribs, chicken, etc). 

¶ Have a root beer float or ice cream party. Have 
 assorted sprinkles so kids (and adults) can decorate 

their ice cream. 
¶ Invite a neighboring block that doesn’t have a 
 block captain to join you. Show them how much fun 

it is to have a Night To Unite block party, so they will 
have one next year. 

¶ Invite former neighbors who have moved away. 
 Have a “Come As You Were” theme—Neighbors 

dress “in costume” as they looked when they moved 
in! This will prompt lots of conversation, not only 
about what the neighborhood was like but what your 
neighbors were like. Get old photos of the block and 
make a mural. 

¶ Ethnic Menu—have each household bring a dish 
from their ethnic country 

 

Game Ideas 

 
Plan games that will encourage interaction and include as 
many age groups as possible. 
 
Neighborhood Bingo—Have cards with questions 
about neighbors in the squares. You’ll need handouts 
and pens. If you get five correct answers in a row, you 
win. 
Coloring or sidewalk art contest 
 
Treasure Hunt 
 
Neighborhood Trivia—You’ll need handouts and pens. 
Provide a list of questions about Blaine or your block 
(make it multiple choice). 
 
Bike Decorating or Party Hat Decorating—You’ll 
need plain party hats in assorted colors, glue sticks, 
feathers, cut up strips of ribbon, stickers, glitter, confetti, 
etc. Let the kids go at it and have a contest or parade and 
give prizes for various categories. 
 
Balloon Relay—You’ll need two large plastic trash bags, 
a bag of balloons (use two colors, one for each team), and 
two chairs. Form a start point and turn around point, 
placing the chairs at the turn-around point. Have each 
team form a line behind the starting line. At the signal, 
one person from each team runs (walks) with a balloon to 
the chair, sits on the balloon, bursts it, runs back, and 
tags the next player. Continue until each player has done 
the relay. The first team to finish, wins.  
 
Concentration—You’ll need a tray, paper, pencils, and 
some common household items. Lay the items in a tray 
and have participants pass around the tray. Remove tray 
from sight and have participant’s list what they remem-
ber. Give extra points or break ties by asking specific 
questions like what flavor sucker, etc. 
 
“Two Truths and One Lie”—Taking turns, the first 
person tells three statements, two that are true and one that is 
not. Everyone indicates which statement is a lie by holding up 
one, two, or three fingers. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE—CEAP    
 
For the past 6 years, Night To Unite groups have been collecting school  
supplies for underprivileged children in the area.  CEAP, our local food shelf  
located in the Anoka County Human services building at 1201 89th Ave  
coordinates this effort.  Check out the Caring Tree program at:  
http://www.ceap.com/events/school.php A list of supplies is available in PDF form on the front page 
of the Caring Tree program webpage.  All supplies collected are distributed to local families.   
 
If your group decides to participate in the school supply drive, please deliver the supplies to the 
CEAP office no later than Friday, August 7th. The delivery door is located in the front of the Human 
Services building and they have a drop off parking spot. 
 
Look for school supply lists coming at a later date.   
 
And...because our economy is in a slump and many more people are being laid off from work, we will 
also be doing a food supply drive.  Food shelves in the summer are typically bare.  Look for more in-
formation on the website later. 
 
 

Have A Plan “B” 
 
What is a Plan “B”?  It’s in case it rains or the weather turns stormy.  If you have a family emergency 
and need a neighbor to help out in the event something happens. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Night to Unite Block Party Tips 
 
How to Organize a Block Party 

• Poll your neighbors to gauge their interest in having a Night To Unite Block Party. 

• Have a planning meeting to discuss how the following will be completed (see enclosed planning chart): 

1.  Invitations/flyer 

2.  Menu & paper products¨ Potluck, bring your own, or collect money from neighbors to purchase food & supplies 

3.    Location of the block party¨ Street, Local Park or Neighbor’s yard 

4.     Activities—plan activities for kids & adults‐see box on side 

5.     Ask for donations from area businesses for door prizes. 

6.     Sign‐up neighbors to set up their portable grills. 

7.     Have someone bring a portable stereo for music and maybe dancing later in the day. 

• Name tags are very helpful, especially for the “visitors” 

• Take lots of Pictures! 

• Enjoy the party and before it ends, appoint next year’s organizers or committee. 

Sponsored and Supported by: 



 

N I G H T  T O  U N I T E  P L A N N I N G  
U s e  t h i s  f o r m  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  y o u r  p l a n n i n g  e f f o r t s  

 

 
 

WHAT WHO IS COORDINATING DETAILS COMPLETED 
Time      

Location 
Reserve a room? 
Alternate location if 
it rains? 

  
 
 

    

Activities for  
Children 

  
 
 

    

Activities for Adults   
 
 

    

Food 
Beverage 
Paper Products 
Other? 

      

Prizes, items to  
give-away? 

      

Register event with 
*** Department 

   Register early!    

Entertainment       

Set-up 
 
Clean-up 
  

      

Event notice/flyer 
Signs 
  

      

Garbage Bins 
Name tags 
Chairs, tables 
Decorations 

     
  
  
  
  
  



 

  

  

  

  

  

Simple Refreshments: 

• Bring your favorite snack 

• Coffee, tea and dessert 

• Cookie exchange 

• Fruit and cheese plates 

• Hot dogs and brats 

• Ice cream cones/make your own 

sundaes 

• Lemonade and cookies 

• Mini-donut stand 

• Popcorn 

• Potluck 

• Pretzels and pop 

• Root beer floats 

• Watermelon 
  

Group conversations and mixers: 

• “Neighbor of the year” award 

• Update Block e-mail list 

• Find a new block leader 

• Have an ice-breaker 

• Interview politicians running    

for office 

• Neighbor trivia game with prizes  

• Photos from past block parties 

and activities 

• Skill swap 

• Photo contest 

• Welcome new residents 

• Update block map 

  

Activities for Youth: 

• Bicycle parade 

• Chalk art 

• Dime/penny toss 

• Duck pond 

• Face painting 

• Games 

• Kiddie jump 

• McGruff art poster coloring 

contest 

• Piñata 

• Scavenger/medallion hunt 

• Skits 

• Talent show 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All-ages Activities: 

• Book exchange 

• Book swap 

• Cake walk 

• Celebrate birthdays 

• Dance 

• Best lawn/garden contest 

w/prizes for nicest lawn or    

garden 

• Ring toss 

• Live music 

• Movies 

  

• Organize a book club 

• Parade 

• Plant exchange 

• Prizes 

• Races: minnow, cotton ball on a 

spoon 

• Scavenger hunt 

• Sing-along/karaoke 

• Soccer 

• Story telling 

• Street dance 

• Talent show 

• Garden tour on the block 

• Volley ball 

• Water balloon fights 

• Water balloon toss 

• Welcome new neighbors 

• White elephant exchange 

  

Contribute to your Community: 

• Beautify a common area 

• Collect for a food shelf 

• Plan a fall clean up or bulb 

planting 

• Sign up all ages for library cards 

• Use e-mail to communicate 

more with your block club 

• Voter registration drive 

• Volunteer at an animal shelter 

• Volunteer for senior citizens 

  

Other Ideas? 

If you have something unique or fun 

that your neighborhood does and it’s 

not on this list, please share it with 

us! 














